
 
Planning for Community-Level Evaluation 

A Quick Overview and Brainstorming Template 
 
Approaching Evaluation & Building Skills 
Evaluation is a specific field of practice but makes use of a variety of skills many non-profit 
workers have already developed. As such, there are many non-profits that are equipped to 
engage in evaluation of their efforts with minimal outside help. The following resources can be 
helpful in continuing to build your knowledge and skill  base: 
 
National Sexual Violence Resource Center (free) 
- Evaluation Toolkit 
- Evaluating Sexual Violence Prevention Programming eLearning Course 

 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (free) 
- Sexual Violence Indicators Guide and Database  
- Evaluaction: Putting Evaluation to Work 

 
American Evaluation Association (for cost) 
- Digital Knowledge Hub 
- Annual Conference & Summer Institute (links change by year) 

 
 
Considerations for Community-Level Evaluation 
Evaluating community-level primary prevention efforts involves the same processes as other 
kinds of evaluation, but there are still a few key points that you will want to keep in mind if you 
have not evaluated community-level work before: 

- Community-level work involves making changes in community-level factors and therefore 
measures changes in those community-level factors. This might involve different kinds of 
data collection than you have used before. For example, you might need to do document 
reviews about policies and policy changes. It is easy to slip into the same old methods, like 
collecting data about individual attitudes, behaviors, and expectations. While you can still 
collect data from individual people, you need to make sure the data ultimately speaks to 
larger-scale changes (e.g., a sense of community connectedness or perceptions about 
norms). 

- Trying to evaluate community-level efforts means you might be able to take advantage of 
more existing data sources to help with your evaluation efforts. Other community or 
municipal organizations might be collecting data that could help serve as indicators of the 
changes you are hoping to make (see the CDC link above for more information). You will 
likely need to collect other data along with using existing data in order to fully speak to the 
change your efforts have contributed to specifically, but using existing data can save time 
and other resources.   
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